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Given to Woolsey - 14 June
Mr. President:

This amendment which I offer to S. 3390, the bill which continues
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, is simple and. consistent with the
action taken by the Senate the other day (13 June) on amendment No, 1221,

In that case, it was recognized that once normal peacetime conditions
prevail in Southeast Asia--which we all hope and pray will be soon-~the
military assistance program of the United States for Laos and South Vietnam
would be returned to the jurisdiction of the Foreign Relations Committee for
administration under the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, But as long as the
war is being fought in South Vietnam and Laos, the requirements for military
assistance are so different from those which can be met under ordinary peace-
time conditions that assistance to these countries should be continued under the
defense procurement authorization bill and administered by the Department of
Defense.

Section 4 of S. 3390 adds a new section to the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, This new section would be part of permanent law and would control
the use of assistan;e funds for military operations outside the borders of the
country of the government or person receiving the funds. This would apply
to military operations in Laos, North Vietnam, or Thailand.

My amendment, which is simple and short, would assure

that these controls apply to military operations carried out with funds granted
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and administered under the authority of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961,
which applies to peacetime situations. By substituting the language of my
amendment '""under the provision of this Act" for the present language ""under
any provision of law', which appears on line 19 of page 7, we accomplish: -
this purpose but at the same time do not hamper situations in the war zone

of Southeast Asia such as occasional incursions into Laos by South Vietnamese
forces. Any such operations, I believe, should continue to be governed by

the provisions of the defense procurement authorization bill which we agreed
just the other day should continue to serve as the authority fqr military

assistance for this area as long as wartime conditions prevail.
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